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(1) Real Party in Interest 

fl. rsal par* in taw* i. *e assign, Philips Nor* America 0«po- 



ration. 



(2) Related Appeals or Interferences 

Applicant is not aware of any related appeals or interferences. 

(3) Status of Claims 

Claims 2-6 and 12-22 remain pending in the present application. Claims 2-6, 14, 
17 and 20 have been finally rejected and are on appeal. 

(4) Status of Amendments 

All amendments have been entered. No amendment after final has been submitted. 

(5) Summary of the Invention 

Tne present invention relates to a flexible, client-driven method of media retrieval 
^ presentation, as well as an intelligent client device for carrying out such method. In an 
exemplary embodiment, *e method uses a parseable control information file such as an XML 
file. Media retrieval and presentation begins with retrieval and parsing of the control informa- 
tion file. A control script is then run by an XML interpreter, using oulput from the XML 
parser. In general, the control script retrieves files, or segments of the media presentation, from 

,■ mt- i * exio.i lCDTo jfyrp 119 * nNIS'8729306 * CS1D.408 4749082 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-28 
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one or more server s in a computer network for sequential playout. Insofar as the particulars of 
which files are retrieved, when and from where, however, the control script offers great flexi- 
bility. For example, two or more alternative files may he provided corresponding to the same 
section of a media presentation, with the client device selecting between the alternatives based 
on device capability, for example, or network conditions, or other considerations. 

(6) The References 

The rejections are based on Cohen, U.S. Patent 5,751,968. Those claims (claim 2 
and 3) not rejected based solely on Cohen have been rejected based on Cohen in view of Lin, 
U.S. Patent 6,405,256. 

Cohen teaches a client/server content streaming system. On the server side, the 
server forms from a multi-media presentation segment data files. On the client side, an interac- 
tive display application (i.e., player software) receives the files from the server and displays 
the multi-media presentation- 
Lin describes a data streaming transmission method and system in which a network 
server communicates with a client device through a network. Within the network, communica- 
tions pass through some number of caching servers, each having an expandable buffer. As 
illustrated in Figure 2 thereof, data segments are in effect queued up within a series of cache 
servers, with data segments occurring earlier in order being queued up within cache servers 
nearer the client device. Upstream caching servers send data segments at a constant rate to 
their next downstream caching servers. If there is network congestion between an upstream 
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caching server and a downstream caching Server, steps are taken to absorb that congestion, if 
possible without adversely impacting overall streaming, e.g., by decreasing the streaming rate 
from the upstream caching server and/or increasing the buffer size in the downstream caching 
server. When the buffer approaches overflow, streaming is temporarily discontinued. When 
congestion subsides, streaming resumes, and the streaming rate and the buffer size are opportu- 
nitstically increased and decreased, respectively. 

(7) The Rejections 

In the Final Rejection of March 25, 2004, claims 4-6, 14, 17 and 20 were rejected 
under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Cohen. The rejection states in part: 



Cohen taught the invention, as claimed including ... the client device parsing the 
control information file [5S, Fig. 5; col. 6, lines 26-50; i.e., the interachve display 
application program must parse the connection file in order to obtam the reference for 
segment file and its associated status].. . . 



Claims 2 and 3 were rejected as being unpatentable over Cohen in view of Lin. The 
rejection states in part: 

[lit would have been obvious ... that Cohen's data file size should be a factor of the 
client's buffering and display capability because this criterion makes sure that the data 
streaming in Cohen' s media presentation can be achieved without overflowing the 
client's buffering capacity [col. 5, lines 39-53]. 

(8) Issues 

The following issues are presented: 
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(10) CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, claims 4-6, 14, 17 and 20 axe not anticipated by Cohen, 
nor would claims 2 and 3 have been obvious in view of the same. 

Applicant respectfully submits therefore that the Final Rejection should be 
REVERSED. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Michael J. Ure 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 33,089 



Date: July 27, 2004 
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APPENDIX OF CLAIMS 

2. The method of claim 14, wherein partitioning of media presentation information 
between the multiple related files is determined by information about the client, 

3. The method of claim 14, wherein partitioning of media presentation information 
between the multiple related files is determined by information about the computer network. 

4. The method of claim 1 4, wherein the media presentation comprises an audio 
presentation. 

5 . The method of claim 1 4, wherein the media presentation comprises a video 
presentation. 

6. The method of claim 14 P wherein partitioning of media presentation information 
between the multiple related files is described within the control information file using tags 
corresponding to respective I51.es. 

12. The device of claim 1 S 3 wherein: 

- the device interprets the control information to retrieve multiple files from the computer 
network for sequential play-out. 

13. The device of claim 1 2, wherein: 

- the means for parsing comprises an XML parser; and 

- the means for retrieving and using comprises an XML interpreter. 

14. A method of, at a client device, forming a media presentation from multiple related 
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files, including a control information file, stored on one or more server computers within a 

computer network, the method comprising; 

downloading the control information file to the client device; 

the client device parsing the control information file; and 

based on parsing of the control information file, the client device: 

retrieving a first file and using contents of the first file to begin a media presentation; 

concurrent with the media presentation, retrieving a next file; and 

using content of the next file to continue the media presentation. 

15. The method of claim 1 4 wherein the control information file is an XML file. 



1 6. The method of claim 1 5, wherein the XML file identifies multiple alternative files 
corresponding to a given segment of the media presentation, further comprising selecting and 
retrieving one of the multiple alternative files. 



17. A method of storing media presentation information within a computer network 
including multiple server computers, the method comprising: 

storing on a server computer a control information file of a format to be parsed by a 
client device; and 

storing on one or more server computers multiple related files accessible by the client 
device to, based on parsing of the control information file, form a media presentation from the 
multiple related files. 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the control information file is an XML file. 
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19. The method of claim 18, wherein the XML file identifies multiple alternative files 
corresponding to a given segment of the media presentation. 

20. A client device for forming a media presentation from multiple related files stored on 
server computers within a computer network, comprising: 

means for downloading files to (he client device; 
means for parsing a control information file; and 
means for, based on parsing of the control information file: 

retrieving a first file and using contents of the first file to begin a media presentation; 
concurrent with the media presentation, retrieving a next file; and 
using content of the next file to continue the media presentation. 

2 1 . The method of claim 20, wherein the control information file is an XML file. 

22. The melhod of claim 21 , wherein the XML file identifies multiple alternative files 
corresponding to a given segment of the media presentation, the means for retrieving 
comprising means for selecting and retrieving one of the multiple alternative files. 
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